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Hello, and welcome to this week’s meditation!  Yes, I do realize that our anniversary is 

normally celebrated on the last Sunday of October.  However, since we’re set for an in-

person service this Sunday, and not on Oct 31st, your Leadership Team thought it best to 

celebrate our anniversary while we’re together!  Today, in honour of our anniversary, we 

‘turn’ to that ancient text known as the Book of Job, the book that, for generations, has been 

THE statement on why bad things happen to good people.  Isn’t that an appropriate topic as 

we continue to live with a pandemic and worlds of grief – maybe not so much here in 

Ontario but, certainly, in western Canada, and other parts of the world.  Well, right now, God 

would meet us in the middle of all of our heartaches so, come, let us open ourselves to God: 

 

Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth, with you all things are possible!  So, meet 

with us now, that, sustained by the power of your Word, we may draw nearer to you, 

and learn to better live with your love in faithfulness, amen. 

 

 Hymn suggestion: MV144 ‘Like a Healing Stream’ 

 

The reading that I’ve chosen to use today comes from the Old Testament (or, the First 

Testament, to God’s love!), from the ancient Book of Job, which is likely the most ancient 

expression in the entire Bible!  Now, Job contains 42 chapters, so, the lectionary essentially 

divides this text up over the course of a number of different Sundays in this Year B of the 

cycle.  Three weeks ago, for example, back on Proper 22, in a reading from the 1st chapter, 

Job is introduced to us as a wealthy and happy man.  Then, in a scene set in heaven, Satan 

gets God’s permission to test Job, and Job then ends up losing his family, his health, and his 

all of his possessions – Job lost everything that gave his life purpose and meaning.  Two 

weeks ago, in a reading from the 23rd chapter, Job reflects on his situation, “I am completely 

in the dark,” he laments, “I can't see my hand in front of my face!”  Last week, in a reading 

from the 38th chapter, we hear God’s response to Job, “Why do you talk without knowing 

what you're talking about?”  Well, today, we have a conclusion for this saga with a reading 

from the 42nd chapter which, for the sake of clarity, I’m going to use a contemporary 

translation from the Contemporary English Version: 

 

From Job 42:1-6; 10-17 ‘Job’s story of repentance’ (Contemporary English Version) 

 

Job confessed to God, “No one can oppose you because you have the only power that counts.  

You asked why I talk so much when I know so little – well, yes, I have talked about things 

far beyond my understanding.  God, I first learned about you from others, but now I know 

you on my own.  That's why I’m ashamed of myself and sit here in dust and ashes.” 

 

Then God turned to Job’s friend, Eliphaz, saying, “What Job has said about me is true, and I 

am displeased with you and your two friends for not telling the truth.  So, I want you to go 

over to Job and ask his forgiveness.  Then, Job will ask me to forgive you for hurting him 

and I will not punish you for your foolishness.”  Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar obeyed the 

LORD, and Job's prayer was answered. 
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After Job had prayed for his three friends, the LORD made Job wealthy beyond his wildest 

dreams.  Then Job gave a feast for his family and friends who expressed sorrow for what Job 

had been through and celebrated his recovery. 

 

 

Sermon: ‘Job and Us!’ 

God of ages, open your Word to us this now through the Book of Job!  Grant us ears to hear 

and eyes to see that we may be blessed with a whole new level of faithfulness, amen. 

 

Winston Churchill, that eminently quotable British leader during the dark nights, and even 

darker days, of the Second World War, once referred to Soviet Russia as being a puzzle 

wrapped in an enigma.  Well, I think that same comment could well apply to the Book of 

Job, for this ancient text is a puzzle wrapped in an enigma ‘six ways to Sunday!’  It’s an 

enigma in terms of origin, it’s an enigma in terms of nature, and it’s certainly an enigma in 

terms of content. 

 

In terms of its origin, Bible scholars recognize that Job is likely to be the very oldest story in 

the Bible, for this story probably dates back to the Israelites’ earliest ‘wonderings’ as a 

nomadic people and was likely told around campfires for generations in that oral culture, 

where stories were the only way of forming identity and remembering history.  Then, it terms 

of its nature, Job is formed of a wide variety of different literary genres and writing styles.  

Since most of us are not able to read Ancient Hebrew, we wouldn’t necessarily pickup up on 

that!  Finally, in terms of content, Job is basically the story of a good man who has a whole 

bunch of bad things happen to him.  And, oh my word, has Job’s story not become 

particularly appropriate for this age of pandemic?  At any rate, even though there is much in 

Job which is excruciatingly difficult to read as Job is sadistically tormented, there is a happy 

ending, part of which we’ve read today, where Job regains spiritual health and joy. 

 

Job begins with a long list of wonderful things that give meaningful shape to Job’s life – 

things like family and possessions, things like hopes and dreams.  Then the scene 

mysteriously shifts to heaven, where we learn that Satan, the very cause of human misery, 

has been given free license to roam God’s good creation.  Now then, what the heck is Satan 

doing in heaven, we might well ask?  Well, let’s remember that Job evolved long before 

organized religion and a lot of the terms of reference we now take for granted.  For example, 

the Hebrew name Satan (pronounced ‘Sa-tan’) simply means ‘adversary,’ while the story of 

Job – in fact, the entire Bible! – offers absolutely nothing about the fork-tailed, horned 

demon of popular legion!  No, historically speaking, those images about Satan were only 

developed much later than the Bible, when authorities discovered how important the idea of 

Satan could be to prompt guilt and control people!  Returning to the text of Job, there, in 

heaven, we also learn that God has been pleased with Job, which becomes the very thing to 

draw Satan’s attention and prompt the ‘trials of Job.’  Clearly, this ancient text is not about 
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simple answers!  I mean, this story clearly unfolds at Satan’s instigation, not God’s.  Well, 

how does that make you feel? 

  

Then, a number of other perplexing elements enter this cosmic drama.  Off the top, Job has 

three ‘special’ friends, named, Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar – think, Ed, Bob, and Zeke!  They 

come and sit with Job for seven whole days and seven whole nights, and we can’t help but 

think, ‘How very compassionate and caring of them!  Until, that is, they open their mouths, 

and the first thing that comes out is pure, unadulterated blame: Job, you shouldn’t have done 

that!  Job, you should have done this!  I can’t help but think here of the time I spent with a 

hospice organization in the course of my training to become a minister.  Hospice work is all 

about being a non-critical, non-judgmental presence.  Well, Ed, Bob, and Zeke could surely 

have used several long hospice courses, could they not?  At any rate, they take 23 chapters 

(they start in chapter 4; they finish in chapter 27!) to unpack all of their criticisms!  

 

Job begins his ‘defence’ in chapter 29, although he’s clearly not winning many bonus points 

because, in chapter 32, a mysterious man named ‘Elihu’ enters, stage right, to express anger 

with Job.  “How can you presume to understand the ways of God?” he asks in several 

different ways through to chapter 38.  At that point, we actually hear God’s voice from, of all 

places, a whirlwind!  Oh, wouldn’t it be nice if we always ‘heard’ God in that still, small 

voice that’s so comforting, affirming, and gentle?  But, the Book of Job makes clear, the 

spiritual reality is that our egos all too often drown God out, and especially so when life is 

good.  However, when we enter a ‘dark valley,’ and when come to a place of real hardship, 

well, that’s when our safe worlds of habit and protection fall apart, don’t they?  (Oh, to have, 

and hold onto, the daily habit of listening to God!)  Well, God’s ‘voice’ carries the narration 

for four full chapters (chapters 38, 39, 40, and 41!), and I encourage you to look at those 

chapters later today, for they’re filled with insight!  We might wish that God came straight 

from a hospice training session, too – “Oh, Job, what a horrible bunch of things have 

happened to you!  Tell me, how do you feel?”  However, it becomes very clear that, in Job, 

God is not as interested in answering the question why, as God is looking for a response from 

us.  Let me try that another way:  spirituality is not an outside/in ‘solution’ like medication, 

it’s an inside/out developed discipline.  Let me try that one more time:  God’s love is not 

about quick fixes and easy answers; God’s love is about developing faithfulness.  Thus, Job 

eventually becomes still and, thus, Job repents and finds transcendence – something that 

takes him out of his material horror. 

  

So, let’s be clear about something: if the Book of Job teaches us anything then, surely, it 

teaches us that there’s simply no explanation for pain and suffering.  Pain and suffering are 

deep down in the very bones of life; they are part and parcel of cause-and-effect dance of 

grief with which we all struggle.  But, the Book of Job stands as a powerful, haunting witness 

to the fact that, in relationship with God, the question ‘why’ changes.  There may not be a 

way to fix us, or them, or it, but whatever our particular version of Job’s trial may be, God 

can, and will, enable us to develop the spiritual aptitude to respond with faithfulness.  Here, 

at Mt. Albert United on this Anniversary Sunday, we may not be able to predict what our 
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future holds, but we can all come to have faith that, whatever that future is, God holds it.  At 

one point, Job sits in dust and ashes, blighted by painful boils and debilitating shame.  Then 

God’s love transcended those material horrors and brought hope! 

 

While the American poet, James Freeman, was watching his wife die of cancer in 1947, he 

wrote a poem entitled “I Am There.”  It might interest you to learn that a microfilm of this 

poem was left on the moon by the crew of Apollo 15 in 1971!  In part, it goes like this:  

 

You cannot see Me, yet I am the light you see by.   

You cannot hear Me, yet I speak through your voice.   

You cannot feel Me, yet I am the power at work in your hands. 

I am at work, though you do not understand My ways.   

I am at work, though you do not understand My works.   

I am not strange visions.  I am not mysteries.  

Only in absolute stillness, beyond self, can you know Me as I am, 

  and then but as a feeling and a faith.   

Though you fail to find Me, I do not fail you.   

Though your faith in Me is unsure, my faith in you never wavers, 

  because I know you, because I love you.  Beloved, I AM there. 

 

Thanks be to God?  Oh, yes; thanks be to God, amen!   

 

Come, let us pray once again:   Gracious God, we praise you for your mercies:  for the 

goodness from comes alone from you, for the grace that (somehow or other!) sustains us, for 

the power that (somehow or other!) strengthens us, for your patience that bears with us 

through all our Job-like fumbling!  O God, you ever call us from death to life and, so, we 

give ourselves to you all over again!  Send us your Spirit, God, that, finding deeper and yet 

deeper relationship with you, we may be as One with each other, and as One in love with all 

creation!  Deliver us from feeling (Job-like) that we are all alone with our struggles.  Rather, 

meet us, we pray, in all of our difficulties, and help us through your grace to carry what 

needs to be carried, and to lay down what needs to be laid down. 

 

On this Anniversary Sunday, O God, we give you thanks for the spiritually wealthy heritage 

that we have here at Mt. Albert United!  Help us to receive the strength of that tradition in 

order that we may continue to make a positive difference in life around us.  And help us, 

also, O God, to always walk a path of genuine reconciliation, amen. 

 

 

 Hymn suggestion: VU326 ‘O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing’ 

 

Forgiven, accepted, and loved, go now and live faithfulness, that you’ll become God’s love 

as you live through the ‘trials of Job,’ whatever those may be – amen! 


