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Hello; welcome to my meditation for June 6/21, a Sunday that’s also known as ‘Proper 5’ in 

this Year B of the 3-year lectionary cycle.  Outside of the main seasons in the Christian 

calendar (that is to say, outside the seasons of Easter, Advent, Epiphany, and Lent), there are 

different ways of keeping track of the Sundays as they roll by so, off the top, I acknowledge 

that this subject is a little confusing!  However, the system that I learned at Emmanuel College 

essentially names ‘The 6th Sunday of Epiphany’ as also being ‘Proper 1.’  That means that, if 

Easter Sunday (which falls on the first Sunday after the first full moon after the vernal 

equinox!) happens to be late that year, you can have up to nine ‘Sundays after the Epiphany.’  

However, this accordion-style system recognizes that Easter Sunday may be much earlier, 

which would mean that the Sunday after Trinity Sunday starts earlier in the Proper count.  This 

year, we begin ‘The Sundays after Pentecost’ with ‘Proper 5,’ and will increase that count by 

one each Sunday through to Reign of Christ Sunday (Proper 29 this year), when we move once 

again into Advent and Year ‘C!’ 

 

Now then, when I plan a Sunday service, I always start by looking first at the Gospel Lection 

for that Sunday.  After all, as Christians, shouldn’t we always begin with Jesus’ teaching?  

However, the gospel text for Proper 5 involves a story of exorcism, where an ‘unclean spirit’ is 

cast out of a man by Jesus.  Oh, dear; hum.  So, too, the Epistle Lection left me feeling ‘flat!’  

Then I checked the reading from the Old Testament, which is something that I like to do 

anyway in the summer months in order to keep in touch with our Hebrew heritage.  (Let’s 

remember that the Hebrew tradition is the only tradition with which the historical Jesus would 

have been familiar!)  Today’s reading from the Hebrew scriptures is a reading from the Samuel 

saga entitled, ‘Israel Demands a King,’ and which includes this statement: “Samuel prayed to 

the LORD, and the LORD said to Samuel, “The people have not just rejected you, they have 

also rejected me, just as they have been doing from the day since I brought them up out of 

Egypt.’” (1 Samuel 8:6-8).  All of which got me thinking about writing a sermon not from a 

particular biblical text, but about how that story fits within the overarching story of that the 

Hebrew scriptures tells.  I’ve also added an adapted choral refrain from the musical ‘Joseph,’ 

which you’re welcome to sing along with me!    

 

Come now, let’s begin today’s journey by turning to God in prayer:   

 

Your hand is upon your people, O God, 

  to guide and protect through the ages. 

Help us to learn more about your will in this time, 

 that we may find the Promised Land 

 and live your love for the sake of creation, amen.  

 

 Hymn suggestion: VU291 ‘All Things Bright and Beautiful’  

 

‘Lost and Found – the Hebrew Saga that Still Reads Us!’ 

Loving God, in the saga of your love through the ages, we find a hope that endures!  So, help us 

to be attentive to its promptings in this time, that we may take up our part in its story through 

all time, amen! 
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When it comes to the Bible, ‘in the beginning’ means the Book of Genesis, its archetypal story 

of creation, and stories about the world’s first humans, Adam and Eve.  Do you remember what 

happened?  Of course, the world’s first ‘home’ – paradise, no less! – is lost when the human 

ego raises its ugly head and tastes of the forbidden Tree of Knowledge, which takes Adam and 

Eve away from relationship with God.  Well, here we are, thousands of years later, in an age 

where we humans have all kinds of amazing new knowledge and, it might seem, that we have 

once again eaten from the forbidden Tree of Knowledge in that our sense of ethics (our sense of 

what’s right and wrong) may not have kept pace with our ability to do new things!  Certainly, 

our global pandemic has exposed all kinds of problems with the stories of equality, civil rights, 

and freedom that we tell ourselves, has it not? 

 

Then Genesis spins the tale of Cain and Abel, the children of Adam and Eve (Genesis, chapter 

4).  That story also features the world’s first case of fratricide when Cain kills Abel, and the 

human metaphor of ‘home’ is painted with grief and darkness.   

 

Well, the generations multiply with each turn of the page, as does the nature of human 

immorality, which brings us to the story of Noah, and the world’s first story of global 

destruction (Genesis, chapters 6-8).  With climate change changing life on earth as we’ve 

known it, is that ever one timely story!  Thank heavens, however, that it highlights a rainbow as 

the pot of gold at its conclusion, for Noah’s story inaugurates a whole new sense of covenantal 

home.  Why do we fail to honour that covenant in how we to choose to live?  

 

I also want to pause at the amazing, and wonderfully metaphorical, story about the Tower of 

Babel told in the 11th chapter of Genesis (verses 1-9).  In this story, God’s single, unifying 

Word of life becomes totally lost in a multiplicity of strange human words, and any sense of 

‘home’ (literally!) no longer makes sense!  And, so, we sing: 

 

Refrain 

We’ve lost our way again, we’ve lost our hope again, 

  closed all the windows, and shut out your light. 

We would walk in your Way each day, live with your love each day 

  so we can find ourselves, Promised Land in sight. 

 

Which brings us to the story of Abraham and Sarah (Genesis, chapter 18), the world’s defining 

parents, and a defining question:  how can you create a ‘home of many nations’ without any 

offspring?  Well, thankfully that dilemma is resolved but, no sooner is it resolved, than 

Abraham’s son – who was he?  Isaac, of course! – faces a parallel dilemma when his two sons, 

Esau and Jacob, get involved in a sibling rivalry where the younger brother ends up stealing his 

older brother’s birthright (Genesis, chapter 25).  It proves to be one hollow victory, though, for 

Jacob ends up having to flee from home. 

 

Well, no sooner is that threat to Abraham’s legacy resolved, than another one rises.  You see, 

Jacob, who has no less than twelve sons, commits the parental ‘sin’ of showing favouritism to 

his youngest son, Joseph.  Do you remember how?  Yes!  Jacob gives Joseph an Amazing 

Technicolour Dreamcoat!  Okay, I’m getting my Bible confused with Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
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famous play with that fancy name, aren’t I?  The fact remains that, if not quite an amazing 

technicolour dream coat, Joseph did receive a very fancy coat, which became the reason that his 

brothers sold him into slavery in Egypt (Genesis, chapter 37f.).  Love you, Bro!   

 

Well, you remember what happens in Egypt, don’t you?  Irony of ironies, Joseph the 

impoverished slave ends up becoming the Pharaoh’s favourite, and then becomes the source of 

Israel’s salvation!  What an incredible twist as this home away from home (Egypt) enables the 

Israelites, our ancestors in faith, to survive a horrible famine at home (Israel).  Well, here we are 

in 2021, and we might well think in terms of how faithfulness can give us a sense of ‘home,’ 

despite the COVID pandemic!  At any rate, as the Book of Genesis moves to become the Book 

of Exodus, the Israelites become slaves in Egypt, in a literary parallel to how Joseph was 

brought to Egypt as slave.  That dilemma is eventually resolved thanks to the Old Testament’s 

great hero, Moses, who is (reluctantly!) persuaded by God to work a miracle of liberation: ‘Let 

my people go!’  However, freedom becomes, once again, a multi-textured reality as the 

Israelites, freed, then have to wander in the Sinai desert, without a home for forty years (the 

‘time that’s necessary’) as they seek entrance to the Promised Land (Exodus, chapters 1-20).  

And, so, it’s time to sing again: 

 

Refrain 

We’ve lost our way again, we’ve lost our hope again, 

  closed all the windows, and shut out your light. 

We would walk in your Way each day, live with your love each day 

  so we can find ourselves, Promised Land in sight. 

 

At the end of the Book of Deuteronomy, Moses dies in another huge irony:  the very man who 

served God’s power of liberation never actually got to enter the Promised Land (Deuteronomy, 

chapter 34)!  Moses’ successor, Joshua, is the one appointed to bring the Chosen People into 

their new home (Joshua, chapter 1).  Joshua’s death then ushers in the era of the Judges.  

Samuel, the last Judge, is then faced with a dilemma:  the Hebrews now want a King!  

However, it seems clear, this turns out to be more of an attempt by the Israelites to avoid 

responsibility for their own situation than anything else!  So, we come to the text from Samuel 

that launched me on this whole fanciful train of thought: “Samuel prayed to the LORD, and the 

LORD said to Samuel, “The people have not just rejected you, they have also rejected me, just 

as they have been doing from the day since I brought them up out of Egypt.’” (1 Samuel 8:6-8). 

 

The Bible’s sense of ‘home’ becomes more, and yet more, conflicted as the years pass.  As a 

living illustration of ‘be careful of what you ask for,’ Saul, Israel’s first King, proves to be far 

from a good leader!  Then, when King David arrives, despite appearing to be a perfect king – 

after all, he had defeated the monster, Goliath! – the truth of that kingship belies all 

appearances, and all we have is more human weakness (1st and 2nd Samuel)!  With David’s son, 

King Solomon, we have the sweeping irony of true wisdom with a tragic flaw:  at points, 

Solomon came to love his foreign wives, and their gods, more than Yahweh, the one true God 

of Israel (1st Kings)!  One weakness after another continues through a succession of kings in the 

Book of Kings until we come to a century of exile as the leaders of the Northern Kingdom 

(Israel) are taken in captivity to Assyria, while the leaders of the Southern Kingdom (Judah), 
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are taken in captivity to Babylon (1st and 2nd Kings).  All of which requires yet another search 

for the Promised Land.  And, in a way, are we not doing that yet? And, so, we sing our refrain 

for one last time: 

 

Refrain 

We’ve lost our way again, we’ve lost our hope again, 

  closed all the windows, and shut out your light. 

We would walk in your Way each day, live with your love each day 

  so we can find ourselves, Promised Land in sight. 

 

Come, let us turn back to God now in prayer; come, let us pray:   

 

Creator God:  what possibilities you instill in us; what power you lend us!  We are so grateful 

for the divine mercies that are all around us, and we pray that the saga of your love will read us 

again right now – that it will claim us, hold us, and use us!  So often, we know that we’re 

tempted to hide your power, to hoard it, to harness it to our own sense of what’s right.  Sad to 

say, it is the same old story, God – a saga told over and over again through the ages as we 

humans have been more concerned with our well-being than we have been concerned with your 

purpose.  So, open our hearts, open our minds, and open our hands, that we may find new life 

when we are weary; that we may perform an act of compassion when we feel hard-hearted; that 

we may find forgiveness when we have wounded.  Eternal God, in light of the horrors 

unearthed in Kamloops, we pray for real truth and reconciliation with our First Nations peoples; 

in light of the ongoing horrors of our pandemic, we pray for guidance and healing as the world 

tries to get back to normal!   

  

We pray now, O God, that your love will enliven these elements, and the internet that connects 

us all together, such that your love will work through them!  So, we remember the time that 

Jesus last ate with his disciples, we remember how he took a loaf of bread, gave thanks, then 

said, “Take and eat; whenever you do this, remember me.” 

 The Bread of Life; eat, and hunger no more! 

 

We remember how Jesus took the cup, and said, “This is the new covenant; remember me!” 

 The Cup of Grace; drink, and thirst no more!  

 

In this sacrament of communion, O God, we proclaim your love, even as we long for the bread 

of tomorrow, and the wine of the age to come!  Thank you for your provision; may it enable us 

to walk more fully in the way of your love, amen. 

 

 Hymn suggestion: VU421 ‘Lead On, O Cloud of Presence’ 

 

Now, may all the different stories of our lives find a deeper meaning, and a purer purpose, in 

the timeless story of God’s liberation, and may the stories of the Bible show us the eternal value 

of a love that never lets us go!  In the name of God our Creator, God our Redeemer, and God 

our Sustainer, amen. 


