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Hello, and welcome to my meditation for this week, the second Sunday in the marvelous Twelve 

Days of Christmas.  It’s also the 1st Sunday of January, so welcome to a sacrament of 

communion, as well!  Of course, the Season of Christmas ends on January the 6th – the 

Epiphany.  So, next week, we’ll gather in a whole new Season of the Christian calendar, the 

Sundays after the Epiphany, and Baptism of Jesus Sunday. Regardless of where we are in the 

Christian calendar, though; regardless of what’s happening to us, global pandemics, or what 

we’re feeling, God’s love is always seeking connection with us!  So, let us now open ourselves 

to that love; let us pray:  Eternal God, radiant with grace:  thaw our fears and snow-bound 

spirits in this time; help us to shine: to shine with your Word, our hope; to shine with your 

Love, our communion; to shine with your Peace, our joy.  Amen 

 

 Hymn suggestion: VU35 ‘Good Christian Friends, Rejoice’ 

 

Today, the lectionary takes us to the famous ‘Prologue to the Gospel of John’ (John 1:1-18) 

which, in part, goes like this:  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God.  All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 

came into being.  What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 

people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it.  There was a 

man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that 

all might believe through him.  He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and 

the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him.  But to all who received 

Jesus, who believed in him, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of 

blood or of the will of the flesh or of human will, but of God.  And the Word became flesh and 

lived among us, and we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.  The law was given through 

Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  No one has ever seen God, but Jesus has 

made God known. 

 

Sermon: ‘Becoming Grace and Truth’ 

Open now, O God, the mystery of your grace and truth; help us, each as we’re able, to become 

your grace and truth for, and in, creation, amen! 

 

This morning, I’d like to try and do two different things.  First of all, I’d like to think with you 

for a while about the unique understanding that comes out of today’s famous gospel lection, ‘The 

Prologue to John’s Gospel.’  Then, secondly, I’d like to ‘put a face on all that’ and see how 

John’s understanding can make a difference, a huge difference, to the way that we actually 

experience life.  So, to begin, how do we understand what happened in the life, ministry, and 

death of Jesus of Nazareth, and what difference does all of that make for us these thousands of 

years later?  Well, this is one area where John’s gospel, of all the gospels, can be particularly 

helpful.  You see, Bible scholars have come to believe that John’s gospel, as we now have it, 

evolved over the course of several generations, extending some 70 to 80 years after Jesus’ death.  

Therefore, the writers of John’s gospel had the longest time to think about what Jesus had said 

and done, and their thinking about God (their theology) is, therefore, the most developed, or 

refined, of all the thinking in the four gospels.   
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I say writers, plural, because, Bible scholars tells us, John’s gospel was likely written over many 

years, by several different people.  Bible scholars speak of what they call ‘seams,’ or places 

where the stories have obviously been reworked, much as the rings on a cross section of a tree 

trunk bears witness to that tree’s age, or layers of rock on a mountain side bear witness to how 

that mountain was developed over aeons.  Yet, we always have to remember, John’s truth is 

often a metaphorical truth, and not a literal one.  I’ve spoken before of the great difference 

between what is factual and what is actual in this gospel.  Well, while whole sections of John’s 

gospel are not ‘factual’ in terms of history, or biography, they can still be ‘actual’ in terms of 

how they point to a whole new truth, a non-literal truth, about Jesus’ timeless message!  At the 

same time, when reading John, we always have to remember the tragic witness that this gospel 

bears to how the first people associated with this community struggled with their own roots in 

Judaism; we always have to be aware that parts of this gospel read as virulently anti-Semitic, and 

that’s surely not to be confused with God’s will! 

 

I believe that the Prologue to John’s gospel involves four things to note.  First of all, within the 

entire Bible, John’s Prologue is the single greatest affirmation of Jesus’ divine nature.  In John’s 

writing, Jesus was not just a 1st-Century holy man.  Far from it, Jesus was pre-existent with God 

at creation; Jesus and God’s Word are one and the same thing.  As the Prologue puts it, “In the 

beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  A second 

important idea in the Prologue, one that comes up time and time again throughout John, is a 

direct parallel to the thinking of that famous ancient Greek philosopher, Plato, who lived some 

500 years before John.  This understanding is based upon a basic dualism:  there is material 

reality, which, by definition, is negative or evil, and there’s spiritual reality, which is positive, or 

God-like.  John tells us that Jesus was in the world, but the world did not know him.  (As an 

aside that, I hope, you’ll find interesting, platonic philosophy does not consider the great creation 

story from the Book of Genesis.  That story says that, after the world was made, God “saw that it 

was good.”  So, if we’re aware that John is neo-platonic, and mirrors what Plato had said, let’s 

also be aware that there’s a basic tension at play here between neo-platonic thinking and genuine 

biblical thinking, where material reality is NOT in and of itself bad; it’s what we do with 

material reality that brings moral judgment!)  Thirdly, let’s also notice the connection that John 

makes between belief and power.  Now, from a 21st-Century perspective, we might be tempted 

to misunderstand that link in a more general way – there is a power in belief.  However, John’s 

connection is specifically between the public profession of belief in Jesus as Christ, or Messiah, 

and power, as in a special ability, or strength.  As the Prologue so poetically puts it, “But to all 

who received Jesus, who believed in him, he gave power to become children of God.”  This is 

the sort of material that evangelicals love, isn’t it – ‘Have you been saved?’  But, let’s be aware, 

salvation in that sense, is John’s ‘thing,’ not Jesus’!  Fourthly, finally, let’s also underline 

another key theme of the Prologue, one which we can find over and over again throughout this 

gospel.  This theme comes out of this statement: “And the Word became flesh and lived among 

us, and we have seen his glory full of grace and truth.”  God is not remote, a lofty and 

inaccessible creator, who is vaguely ‘out there.’  Far from it, God is right here – in our hopes and 

dreams, in our joys and sorrow, and in our very heartbeats! 

 

Now I want to tell a story to ‘put a face’ on all that; now I want to tell you about Maya.  Be 

forewarned, though:  this is not an ‘easy’ story!  It is one, however, that can open new doors of 
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understanding.  When we join her, Maya is walking along a beach, wondering how her life could 

possibly have crumbled into what it had become.  The ‘crumbling’ had begun two years before 

with the diagnosis of breast cancer.  Then, it had continued through a host of medical treatments, 

days of nausea, the loss of her hair, the devastation of her self-image, and, at last, surgery to 

remove the cancerous growth.  Then, a year ago, just after she’d been given a clean bill of health, 

her husband of 22 years announced that he just couldn’t take any more and felt that he had to 

start a new life, along with his secretary, who was some 15 years younger than him.  Then, six 

months ago, she noticed tremors, dizziness, difficulty standing, and the crumbling in Maya’s life 

continued with more medical consultations and a second hateful diagnosis: ‘latent multiple 

sclerosis.’ 

 

Now Maya had been raised in a Christian family, and she had come to find a whole world of 

comfort, strength, and hope in her faith.  In fact, that’s what she was doing now – she was out for 

a prayerful, reflective walk; she was thinking about her feelings, thinking about certain verses 

from the Bible, and wondering to God how those words from so long ago, and from such a 

different world, might relate to her own life as it had become.  Maya passed a man who was 

sitting by himself; his shoulders were shaking as he sobbed.  She started to walk on by – after all, 

it’s usually not a good idea for a single woman to initiate a conversation with a man when 

they’re in a remote place, is it? – when she looked more closely at the man.  He seemed middle-

aged and kind, he seemed to pose nothing of a ‘threat,’ so something prompted Maya to pause 

for a moment – “Are you all right?” she asked.  The man sobbed, “Last week, I was told that I 

have a cancerous mass in my leg and, next week, they’re going to amputate it, so, no, I’m not 

alright – in fact, I’m a mess!”  Well, Maya and the stranger ended up talking for over an hour.  

She was probably one of the few people in the world who could have ‘reached’ him in his 

distress that morning! Maya told the man of own health challenges; then she spoke of how God 

and her church had become so helpful for her.  At the end of their conversation, Maya gave him 

her telephone number and email address.  “Call me some time!’ she said, as they took their leave 

of each other. 

 

Maya never did see him again, although she thought about him, and prayed about him, any 

number of times.  Then, about a year later, she got an email: “Dear Maya:  I want you to know 

that my son, John, died peacefully last week.  I was with him through the whole last stage of his 

life and he wanted you to know that he was never afraid, not even once!  You see, he said that 

he’d met an angel – that angel was you, Maya! – and the angel told him about God’s love.  My 

telephone number is below; could you call me sometime?  I’d love to have a chat!  Love, Cathy.”   

 

Maya did call and Maya (cancer still in remission; multiple sclerosis still dormant) is attending 

church with John’s mother, Cathy, this very morning!   You see, because of what God did in 

Jesus, we can know that we are never the same thing as our circumstances.  Because of what 

God did in Jesus, we can know that God’s love will always confer a meaning and a hope, no 

matter what.  Because of what God did in Jesus, we can know that faith can change us in life 

even if it may not seem to change the things that are in our lives!  Because of what God did in 

Jesus, we can know God’s grace and truth even as, in some way, we become those things for, 

and in, this world!  Amen?  Oh yes; amen! 
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Come, let us open our spirits to God once again in prayer:  In this Holy Season, God, we open 

ourselves to you, for we would join our voices to the choirs of angels and find meaning as we 

sing your song of love!  God, we would follow the shepherds, and the wise men, to the manger 

where the empty are filled and the filled are emptied; we would cradle the miraculous truth that 

you choose to be one with us. 

 

Forgive us, God, for all the times when we’ve looked at the pretty lights on trees yet have failed 

to look for your light in the world; forgive us when we choose to turn towards our darkness of 

doubt and ego; forgive us for making something crass and sentimental out of the earth-shattering 

thing that you have done!  Rather, strengthen us with the sure and certain knowledge that what 

you have done can never be put away with the Christmas ornaments, that it will shine in our 

living forever!  In the silence of the next moments, O God, hear the deep concerns of our spirits 

... 

 

All that has been named by the words I’ve used, Holy God, all that lies yet too deep for words to 

reach, we offer to you in Jesus’ name as we pray the traditional version of Christ’s Prayer:  Our 

Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine 

is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever, amen (VU921).   

 

Now send your Holy Spirit upon us, upon these communion elements, and upon our electronic 

connections, O Holy God, that all who share in them may become your love in this world!  And, 

so, we remember how, on the night before he died, Jesus took a loaf of bread, gave you thanks, 

broke it, and passed it to the disciples, saying, “Take; eat; whenever you do this, remember me.”  

The Bread of Life; take, eat, hunger no more!  Then Jesus took the cup, saying, “This is the new 

covenant, poured out for you,” and then he passed the cup to his disciples.  The Cup of Grace; 

take, drink, thirst no more!  We thank you for meeting with us in these elements, O God, and we 

pray that they may truly strengthen us to become your love in this world, today and forever, 

amen! 

 

 

 Hymn suggestion: VU79 ‘Arise, Your Light Is Come’ 

 

 

Loved, accepted, forgiven, and fed, go carefully to the world now with gentle, yet courageous, 

spirits, for God is Emmanuel, One with Us, and we have been commissioned to become (each in 

our way) grace and truth for the world!  Amen. 


