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Hello, and welcome to my meditation for Christmas Eve!  As the COVID-19 has truly 

chilled our hearts this last year, so let us now turn to God for tonight’s birth of new life and 

new hope – let’s do that, as has been our custom this Advent season, with a candle liturgy.  

The Advent time of waiting is over – the candles of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love are already 

alight, shining their wisdom for us.  Tonight, we light the tall white candle, the Christ candle.  

This candle reminds us that God is Emmanuel, one with us, now and always.  Please join 

with me in response:  Come, O God, travel with us tonight; may the Christ candle always 

burn in our lives! 

 

 
 

Come, let us now open ourselves to God in prayer; come, let us pray:  O God of angel song, 

shepherd surprize, and birthing cry:  dawn in our darkness, and sing through our 

silence, surprize us with wonder and joy this Holy Eve, amen 

 

 Hymn suggestion:  VU60 ‘O Come, All Ye Faithful’ 

 

A Time of Lessons and Carols 
  

1st Lesson: ‘The Prophecy of Isaiah’ from Isaiah 9 

The people who have walked in darkness have seen a great light:  a child has been born for 

us and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Prince of Peace.  His 

authority shall grow and there shall be endless peace in his kingdom.  He will establish and 

uphold that kingdom with justice forevermore. 

-VU44 ‘It Came upon the Midnight Clear’ 

 

2nd Lesson: ‘The Prophecy of Micah’ from Micah 5 

From you, O Bethlehem, shall come forth one who is to rule, one whose origin is from 

ancient days.  When she who is in labour has brought forth, then the rest of his kindred shall 

return to the people of Israel.  And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the 

Lord God.  And they shall live secure for his dominion will reach to the ends of the earth. 

-VU64 ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’  

 

3rd Lesson: ‘The Annunciation’ from Luke 1 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to 

a virgin named Mary saying, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God.  

You will bear a son and you will name him Jesus.”  Mary replied, “How can this be, since I 

am a virgin?”  The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 

the Most High will overshadow you.”  Then Mary said, “Let it be with me according to your 

word.” 
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-VU73 ‘The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy’  

 

4th Lesson: ‘The Birth of Jesus’ from Luke 2 

In those days, the Emperor Augustus decreed that everyone should go to the place of their 

birth and be registered.  Therefore, Joseph went from the town of Nazareth to the city of 

David called Bethlehem.  He went with Mary to whom he was engaged and who was 

expecting a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn. 

-VU69 ‘Away in a Manger’  

 

5th Lesson: ‘The Shepherds and the Angels’ from Luke 2 

In that region there were shepherds keeping watch over their flock by night.  Then an angel 

was before them and the glory of the Lord shone around them.  The shepherds were terrified, 

but the angel said, “Do not be afraid, for see I am bringing you good news of great joy:  to 

you the Messiah is born this day; you will find him wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 

manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 

God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven!”  When the angels had left, the 

shepherds went to Bethlehem with haste and found everything as promised. 

-VU38 ‘Angels We Have Heard on High’  

  

6th Lesson: ‘The Visit of the Wise Men’ from Matthew 2 

After Jesus had been born, Wise Men from the East came to Jerusalem asking, “Where is the 

child who has been born king of the Jews?  For we observed his star at its rising and have 

come to pay him homage.”  When King Herod heard this, he was frightened and, calling 

together all the chief priests and scribes, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 

born.  Then Herod met with the wise men secretly and said, “You will find this child in 

Bethlehem.  When you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 

homage.”  The Wise Men set out and there, ahead of them, went the star until it stopped over 

the place where the child was.  They found the child and paid him homage, offering him gifts 

of gold and frankincense and myrrh.  Then, being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 

they left for their own country by another road. 

-VU48 ‘Hark! the Herald Angels Sing’  

 

7th Lesson: ‘The Mystery from John 1 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God ... What 

has come into being in him is life, and that life is the light for all people.  That light shines in 

the darkness and the darkness does not overcome it ... And the Word became flesh and lived 

among us ... full of grace and truth. 
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Reflection: ‘One with Us’ 

 

About 100 years ago now, a girl named Mae was born, she was born to teach!  Her Mom and 

Dad were ever so happy about that.  You see, Mae had always loved helping other children, 

and they just knew that a career as a teacher would bring Mae a lifetime of satisfaction!  But, 

as happy as they were with choice of career, they weren’t happy at all when she came home 

one day and announced that she was going to teach in India.  Why would she travel 

thousands of miles away when there were lots of children to teach right in their area?   

   

But then things got even worse!  As it turned out, not only did Mae arrange to go to India to 

teach, she also had arranged to teach in a missionary school that was specifically for children 

who had leprosy! Now then, leprosy is a terrible disease where bacteria destroy all the nerves 

under our skin causing horrible wounds.  Now, back in Mae’s era, doctors didn’t know all 

that much about what causes leprosy, and how it spreads from one person to another.  But 

Mae was a very, very determined young lady, and her parents simply couldn’t change her 

mind, despite all their urging and pleading.  So, one day in the 1930’s, off Mae went on a 

boat to India. 

 

Now Mae was a good letter writer, so her family was kept up to date on all the things that 

were happening to her and, little by little, they managed to accept the situation.  Until, one 

day, the news that they had been dreading, arrived:  Mae had herself developed leprosy!  

Listen to how Mae put it: “Mom, Dad, please don’t worry about me!  I’m not in any pain at 

all, and an absolutely amazing thing has happened in my classroom.  I used to say, ‘Good 

morning, my fellow people’ and they’d look at me like I had three eyes!  I mean, there I was 

with my clear, fair skin, and there they were with their ravaged, brown skin – it’s like we 

were worlds apart and it was so hard to get through to them.  Now I say, ‘Good morning, my 

fellow lepers,” and they’re right with me wherever I lead them with my teaching!  Oh, what 

an incredible joy it is to be with them – I feel so fulfilled!” 

 

Well, you know, Mae’s situation, as hard as it was for her parents to accept, and as hard as it 

may be for us to understand, still captures what God does at Christmas!  You see, in Jesus, 

God is saying, “Good day, my fellow people!”  God can say that because, in Jesus Christ, 

God has put on human flesh, and become one with us.  That’s what that fancy word, 

Emmanuel, means – it means, ‘one with us.’ 

 

God being one with us means that we are never alone – never, no matter how much trouble 

comes our way, how we may be feeling, or even the COVID pandemic!  God being one with 

us means that we can be in any situation at all – any! – and yet still find meaning!  God being 

one with us means that the miracle and wonder of Christmas can be ours, every single day of 

the year!  All we have to do is raise the baby Jesus by living as the grown-up Jesus would 

have us live!   
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Come, let us turn back to God in prayer:  Eternal God:  as shepherds once answered your 

call, we too would answer you; as wise men once followed your star, we too would follow 

your light!  Help us to invite your one-with-us Christmas spirit into every single day that we 

live!  Loving God, we pray now for our neighbours who, in this horrible COVID pandemic, 

have had their lives turned upside-down and inside-out; we pray for all in our midst who 

have little about which to sing:  the lonely, the depressed, the anxious, the sick; we pray for 

all who are struggling with ill-health or oppression.  

 

Help us, holy God, to unwrap your gift of love in our living that, in some way, we might help 

alleviate those hardships; help us to be your hands within this sacred Creation that we might 

help to carry other people’s burdens; help us to find your strength and purpose that we may 

live as you would have us live.  In the silence that follows, O God, hear the secret concerns 

of our spirits ... 

 

All that has been touched by the words that I’ve used, all that yet lies too deep for words to 

reach, we wrap up now, O God, in the words that Jesus once taught us as we pray together 

the traditional version of Christ’s Prayer:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever and ever, amen (VU921). 

 

 

 Hymn suggestion: VU67 ‘Silent Night, Holy Night’ 

 

 

Blessing 

May the hope of the shepherds fill our hearts, may the dedication of the Wise Men shape our 

thoughts, and may the love of the Christ child shine in our living – this holy night, and 

forever!  Amen 

 


