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Hello, and welcome to my meditation for the second to last Sunday in the Season of 

Easter, the Great Fifty Days!  We’ve spent a lot of time in John over the course of this 

season.  Perhaps you might think that we’ve spent too much time in this gospel!  Well, 

here’s some good news:  I don’t have any readings from John planned for a long, long 

time!  However, it is my hope that my ministry will continue to point toward God’s love 

with as much reverence, excitement, and yearning as does John’s gospel!  Come, let us 

open our hearts, minds, and spirits to that love now:  God of Easter hope:  in you we 

grow to find the truth that sets all creation free!  So, teach us more about that truth 

now, that we may live your love for the world, amen. 

 

 Hymn suggestion: VU211 ‘Crown Him with Many Crowns’ 

 

Today’s gospel reading is, once again, taken from John (17:6-19 ‘Jesus prays for his 

disciples’), and goes like this: 

 

Jesus prayed to God, saying, “I have made your name known to those whom you 

gave me from the world.  They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they 

have kept your word.  Now they know that everything you have given me is from 

you, for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have 

received them and know in truth that I came from you, and they have believed 

that you sent me.  I am asking on their behalf.  I am not asking on behalf of the 

world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours.  All 

who are mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been glorified in them. 

And now I am no longer in the world, but I am coming to you.  Holy Father, 

protect them in your name that they may be one, as we are one.  While I was with 

them, I protected them in your name.  I guarded them, and not one of them was 

lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled.  

But now I am coming to you that they may have my joy made complete.  I have 

given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong 

to the world, just as I do not belong to the world.  I am not asking you to take 

them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one.  They do 

not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 

Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.  As you have sent me into the world, 

so I have sent them into the world.  And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that 

they also may be sanctified in truth. 

 

Sermon: ‘That They May Be One’ 

Eternal God, we remember how Jesus once said that for everyone who knocks, the door 

will be opened” (Matthew 7:8).  Well, open the door to Easter’s love anew for us in this 

time.  Then, help us to live in its light for all time, amen. 

 

Over these last weeks, as we’ve turned to John time and again, you’ve heard me speak 

of the beautiful poetry and the high Christology (that is to say, the refined understanding 
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of Jesus) that is quite unique to this gospel.  You’ve also heard me moan and groan 

about John’s ‘baggage’ – those things that can be very troublesome for us as we try to 

read these verses into our own world.  Today, I thought we’d take a slightly different 

approach and start to unwrap our gospel text by placing it within the larger structure of 

John’s gospel.  You see, perhaps the structure of John can give us a structure with which 

to glimpse something more of the unique vision of God’s love which John offers!  Well, 

what do you think – are you willing to come with me on today’s journey? 

 

So, let’s begin by recognizing that, as identified by The Interpreter’s Bible, there are 

seven distinct sections to this work: 

1. ‘The Prologue’ (1:1-18, that is to say, chapter 1, verses 1 to 18), which highlights 

John’s great vision of Christ as having been pre-existent with God since time began.  

This is always used as a reading in the Season of Christmas. 

2. ‘John the Baptist and Jesus’ Disciples’ (1:19-51).  Sections of this reading are 

offered in Advent 3 of Year B. 

3. ‘The Self-Revelation of Jesus in Judea, Galilee, and Samaria’ (2:1-4:54).  This long 

section includes such memorable teaching stories as the marriage at Cana, Jesus’ 

cleansing of the Temple, and Jesus’ exchanges with Nicodemus and the Samaritan 

woman.  These texts are used in the seasons of Epiphany and Lent. 

4. ‘Jesus’ Ministry in Signs and Controversies’ (5:1-12:50), which includes five of 

Jesus’ famous ‘I Am’ statements, and also features many key stories in Jesus’ 

teaching.  These readings are used in Ordinary Time across all three years of the 

Lectionary Cycle.  

5. ‘The Upper Room and the Farewell Discourse’ (13:1-17:26), five chapters that are 

not so much about saying goodbye, as instruction about the nature of Jesus Christ, 

and what that means for the way we live life.  These readings are scattered 

throughout all three years of the three-year lectionary cycle in the Season of Easter. 

6. ‘Gethsemane to Calvary’ (18:1-19:42).  Readings from this section are featured on 

Good Friday in all years of the lectionary cycle. 

7. ‘The Appearances of the Risen Jesus’ (20:1-21:25), readings from which are 

scattered throughout the Season of Easter in all lectionary years. 

 

From this perspective, we can see that the Fourth Gospel is not so much a biography of a 

man’s life, as it is a series of statements, or speeches.  Today, for example, we meet a 

Jesus who’s not so much a human being, as the very living Word of God!  Today, Jesus 

prays to God, saying, ‘Protect my followers by the power of your spirit that they may be 

as one.’  Well, how does the prospect of being ‘as one’ make you feel?  Is it a clear and 

present reality?  Or does it come across as wishful thinking, an illusion?  Is this just 

more John being John?  Well, we Christians have done much over the centuries to make 

spirit-talk seem like it’s beside the point, perhaps even silly!  Note that I said, we 

Christians – not God, not Jesus – we have done this!  Well, I want to think with you 

about how unity in the spirit can work, and how it does work, when we work it.  Look, 

imagine a big circle with two points, Point A and Point B, on the circumference of that 
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circle.  A and B are about as far apart as two things can be.  They think differently, they 

act differently, and they live with completely different ideas.  But as A and B, each in 

their own individual way, work to get closer to the heart of Jesus’ ministry, which is the 

centre of that circle, well, that’s when they also become closer, and ever closer, to each 

other, even though they remain quite independent, even though they are totally unique!  

Well, that’s how we become ‘as one’ in God’s Spirit!  That’s the magic, the magic of 

community where together we’re so much more than we could ever be on our own.  And 

that’s the same magic that God is holding out for you and me right now.   

 

Sarah was fifteen years old and in grade ten.  She’d had a nightmare of an early 

childhood, and she had no reason whatsoever to believe that anything was ever going to 

be any different.  You see, Sarah had been born with a cleft palate, that is to say with a 

split in her upper lip that extended upwards into the palate of her mouth.  In other words, 

Sarah had been born to look, and sound, different from all the other children at school.  

As such, Sarah had been born into a life of snide comments and ridicule.  Now then, let 

me add that this story took place in the 1930’s, when plastic surgery wasn’t the art that it 

now is, where cleft palates are routinely fixed.  Well, Sarah really, really liked her new 

English teacher, Miss Jones.  Miss Jones had such an exciting way of ‘opening’ books to 

her students that Sarah could easily enter the worlds that those books held.  And how 

Sarah loved to live in those worlds that were far away from all the negativity in her 

own!  But, as much as Sarah really liked Miss Jones, she still put on her usual stony face 

towards Miss Jones because there had just been too many years of getting hurt to come 

out from behind her self-protective behaviours.  Then Sarah got her first written 

assignment back and her entire life began to change.  You see, written in Miss Jones’ 

neat hand-writing were these comments: “This is a really wonderful paper, Sarah!  You 

are very perceptive about human nature and you express your sentiments so well!  

Forgive me, perhaps I shouldn’t be quite so personal when you don’t seem to care for 

me, but you really remind me of myself at your age!  And, given the way you write, it 

seems to me that we’re kindred spirits!”  Can you imagine what a difference that note 

would have made for Sarah? 

 

That’s exactly the same kind of difference that Jesus brought into the world on that first 

Easter and brings yet again whenever we open ourselves to Easter’s new life.  That’s 

also the same kind of difference that would have us all become kindred spirits, just like 

Ms. Jones and Sarah, each one of us totally unique and distinctive, each one of us with a 

set of gifts and aptitudes that have no duplicate, but each one of us with the same spark 

of God’s love to guide our thoughts and actions.  That’s the love that binds us all 

together as people of faith and interconnects us.  The pre-Easter Jesus prayed that the 

men and women who made up that first Christian community would be protected and 

made as one.  Well, the post-Easter Jesus, the Risen Christ, and God’s Spirit, are here 

with us now to help make it so.  All we have to do is open our hearts, minds, and spirits 

to God because, to use the poetry of our closing hymn: “Deep in our hearts there is a 
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common vision; deep in our hearts there is a common song.  Deep in our hearts there is 

a common story, telling Creation that we are one.” 

 

So, you see, God’s love works when we work it!  Let’s resolve to learn more about that 

love this week, let’s resolve to build it into our lives.  Let’s do that that because, 

although it’s never too late, the fact is that there’s no time left to lose!  Amen?  Oh, yes; 

amen!   

 

Come, let us turn back to God now in prayer; come, let us pray:  Eternal God, your love 

spans the heavens and surrounds the earth; your power bestows life and conquers death; 

your love unites all generations and embraces all peoples.  Where differences divide and 

threaten unanimity, touch those differences with the unity of your love.  Where we 

humans have created tension or conflict, violence or suffering, pain or pollution, plant 

Easter’s hope in the common ground of our being!  Speak to us now, O God – speak to 

us in this anxious age!  And lend us your courage that we may be as one, one where we 

all live with your strength and vision.   

 

We pray for those who are afflicted this day – show them how to take one step, ever 

opening themselves to your love.  We pray for all those who suffer this day or are 

otherwise held back from the life they would live – grant them hope and an abiding 

sense that your love is present.  We pray for those who live out their lives with a sense 

of guilt, or the pain of bereavement, or a condition of poverty – help us to become Jesus’ 

healing touch for them! 

 

Now, O God, we pray for all the people who are struggling this day, and all the places 

where there are struggles … may our prayers in some way become tangible, concrete 

forms of support for them!  We also pray for humankind’s struggle with the COVID 

pandemic that it may come to an end.  In the silence of the next moments, O God, 

receive the deep burdens that our spirits bear today:  moment of silence.   

 

All that I have named with my words, all that lies yet too deep for words to touch, we 

bring to you, God, as we take those words that Jesus once taught us and sing the version 

of Christ’s Prayer at VU959:  Our Father, in heaven, hallowed be your name.  Your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily 

bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from 

the time of trial and deliver us from evil, for the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

are yours, now and for ever (VU959). 

 

 Hymn suggestion: MV154 ‘Deep in Our Hearts’ 

 

God of eternal love, protect us, and make us ‘as one,’ that we may, in some way, 

become Easter’s new life for the world – this day, and forever, amen!  

 


