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Hello, and welcome to my meditation for this week!  This coming Wednesday (Feb 17/21) 

brings ‘Ash Wednesday’ and the beginning of a new season in the Christian calendar, the 

Season of Lent.  So, turning to the ‘Sundays after the Epiphany’ one last time, let’s recognize 

that the various gospel readings have basically been marching sequentially through the 1st 

and 2nd chapters of Mark.  Today, however, we jump forward all the way to the 9th chapter 

and some verses that wouldn’t ordinarily be read until August, if left to their sequence!  You 

see, the framers of the lectionary use today’s reading, with its mountaintop experience, to 

‘reveal’ God’s love; today, we ascend into the very heights of revelation in order to rise anew 

into God’s grace!  Come, let us begin; come, let us turn to God in prayer:  God of 

Transfiguration:  you meet us in the ordinary as well as the extraordinary, we find you 

in the valleys as well as the mountaintops.  Help us to rejoice at what we can see, help us 

to marvel at what we cannot, and grant us your inspiration in this time.  Amen. 

 

 Hymn suggestion: ‘Sing of God Made Manifest’ (a hymn from One License) 

 

The various gospel readings for this Sunday always remember the time that Jesus went up a 

mountaintop and was ‘transfigured,’ meaning changed.  In this ‘Year B’ of the 3-year 

lectionary cycle, we use Mark’s telling (Mark 9:2-9), a narrative that goes like this:   

 

Jesus took Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves.  

And he was transfigured before them – his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on 

earth could bleach them.  And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking 

with Jesus.  Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here – let us celebrate 

this day by making three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”  The 

others did not know what to say, for they were terrified.  Then a cloud overshadowed them, 

and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!”  

Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them anymore, but only Jesus.  As 

they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them to tell no one about what they had 

seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  So, they kept the matter to 

themselves, questioning what these events could mean. 

 

 

Sermon: “The View from the Top” 

Open to us now, O God, something of the ‘mountain view’ that you have!  Do that in order 

that we may better see, and understand, from the heights of your love, amen. 

 

I’ve never been to the Holy Land, or Israel, but I have a cherished video tape that was 

recorded there while my Father was on a tour back in 1982.  That tape has become very 

precious to me because it features my father who (alas!) died in 1992, surely too soon at but 

the age of 65.  That video tape is also precious to me because it features much about that 

amazing land where Jesus once walked.  For example, there’s some footage of Mt. Hebron, a 

key geographical feature that dominates its landscape for miles around.  Mt. Hebron is also 

the very setting for today’s story of Jesus’ transfiguration.  
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As Mark’s narrative tells us, the experience that Jesus and some of his disciples had up on 

that mountain top must have been absolutely mind-blowing!  But I don’t think that we can 

really understand it without going back a few verses to the eighth chapter of Mark’s gospel, 

where Jesus asks his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” (8:27).  The disciples reply, 

‘Well, some say you’re John the Baptist; others say you’re like Elijah.’  Then Jesus asked his 

disciples the million question: ‘But who do you say that I am?’  That’s when impulsive Peter 

really showed his personality! Do you remember what he said?  Peter blurted out, ‘Jesus, 

you’re the Messiah!’  Well, we’re just a few verses away from Jesus turning towards 

Jerusalem, towards the very cross that is inevitable when we challenge the embedded powers 

of control and domination.  And, in a very real way, I think that Jesus is asking that same 

question of God, ‘Who am I?  Am I really meant to follow thru on this all-consuming vision 

of love that you’ve placed within me?  Am I really meant to live your love, right to its 

fullness, even if it means that I have to challenge the power of the leaders at the Temple, the 

power of Rome?’   

 

A man was comfortably sitting on a bench that was located right by a fork in the road, when 

a woman came walking down the road with a stick in her hand.  She stopped at the fork, 

threw the stick up in the air – once, twice, three times! – then headed off down one of the 

paths.  Consumed with curiosity, the man called after her:  

➢ “Excuse me, Madame, but what were you doing with that stick?”   

➢ “Oh, this here’s my lucky stick – I never make a decision without consulting it!” 

➢ “But if it’s so lucky, why did you have to throw it up in the air three times!” 

➢ “Well, sometimes it makes a few mistakes before it gives me the right answer!” 

 

How often do we ‘play’ with information before we get to the ‘right’ answer, as in the one 

that we wanted to hear in the first place?  Over the years many have ‘played’ with this 

transfiguration story in that same way and come up with all kinds of explanations for what 

might have really happened.  Some have claimed that the disciples were hallucinating, 

because the air is very ‘thin’ at the top of Mt. Hebron, and its lower levels of oxygen could 

cause illusions.  Others have claimed that this scene took place at night.  Over in Luke’s 

gospel, for example, the disciples are said to be “weighted down with sleep.”  So, perhaps 

this entire story was nothing more than a well-earned dream after a tiring day of travel!  And 

the explanations to account for Elijah and Moses, who represent Prophecy and the Law, have 

been (shall we say?) very creative!  Well, we can explain just about anything away, but when 

we ‘throw’ this Transfiguration Story up in the air, trying to get it to mean what we want it to 

mean, then do we not miss the whole point?  This story is not about Moses or Elijah – 

whether they were really there; what their presence could possibly mean.  Nor is this story 

about mysterious clouds with voices in them.  Let’s remember this account comes from the 

Ancient world, a world before there were scientific understandings of what is realistic, and 

what is not!  No, this story is quite simply about who we say Jesus is!   
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Let’s think for a moment about Peter’s instinctive response – he said, ‘Let’s build a shrine!  

Better yet, let’s build three!’  That’s quite the answer, isn’t it?  Well, it’s also an answer 

that’s loaded with danger because if we build shrines, then it’s as though we don’t have to do 

anything else.  After all, why would we have to bother working out the consequences of 

Jesus’ message when we’ve got a whole church dedicated to that purpose?  But, you see, the 

answer to that question can’t be worked out with a building; we can only work that answer 

out with our hearts, minds, and the attitudes that we choose to develop and feed!   

 

Attitudes … I once read a fascinating article about Sir Edmund Hillary, the very first man to 

ascend the highest mountain in the world, Mt. Everest!  There had been many attempts to 

climb Mt. Everest before, and many fatalities along the way, but all to no avail.  Hilary said, 

“When we began our attempt, the biggest obstacle was not to give up before we even tried!  

You see, there were so many little things to overcome.  We had to get all kinds of approvals; 

we had to find workers who could manage the various tasks; we had to source supplies and 

get tons of materiel to the base camp.  I remember looking up at Everest’s snow-capped 

peaks, and wondering, ‘Why should I even bother trying?’  Well, looking at the mountain 

that way made it twice as high as it actually was!  You see, once we got past the obstacles in 

our own attitudes, it was as though we were already half-way up!  It was not the mountain 

that we ultimately conquered.  What we really conquered were the limitations in our own 

thinking!”   

 

In the miracle of God’s grace, we’re now being asked to overcome our own thinking in just 

that same way!  How many times will we have to throw our ‘lucky sticks’ in the air before 

we answer?  How many obstacles will we see in front of us before we start to climb?  The 

‘view from the top’ is a view that God has already placed deep inside each and every one of 

us, and it’s a view that can change the entire way that we live life, no matter how strong and 

fit we are, no matter how weak and frail we feel!  That ‘view from the top’ can change how 

we care for others and how we work for justice in this world.  That ‘view from the top’ can 

change how we spend our resources and become better, and yet better, stewards in God’s 

good creation.  That ‘view from the top’ can change the very way we frame our thoughts.   

 

“Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, ‘This is my Son, 

the Beloved; listen to him!”  Oh, Loving God, let us see what you did in Jesus Christ for 

what it really was!  Oh, Eternal One, let us see what you did in Jesus Christ for what it 

continues to be!  And then let us declare that truth with our living – let us turn from won’t, 

might, can’t, and ought, and let us live confidently with did, have, will and can, for that’s the 

breath-taking ‘view from the top’ with which God would empower our living – this day, and 

forever, amen!   

 

Come, let us now turn back to God in prayer; come, let us pray:  Source of everything that’s 

worthwhile, as we look to ascend the mountain top of your grace, help us to see with your 

wide-angle lens, help us to realize how far we often stray from the light of your teaching and, 

in your grace, do not allow us to linger in the gloom of guilt, or self-pity, one moment 
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longer!  Rather, shine now the light of your love on us that our living may reflect your truth 

and hope.   

 

God, you once created light, and now your light surrounds the world.  God, you sent Jesus 

into the world of darkness as the one true light, the light that brings hope to all.  And, yet, 

how often we try to capture that light, as though it’s some kind of pretty bauble!  How we 

look to keep it to ourselves so that we can own the precious uniqueness of that light!  But, 

God, you’ve called us to become the light of the world and so, today, we ask forgiveness for 

the way we’ve misused your inspiration, and further ask that you re-inspire us to use your 

‘view from the top’ in appropriate ways:  the ways of compassion and justice, the ways of 

hope and empowerment, the ways of trust and peace.   

 

At this time, O God, we pray for all the places of trouble in this world, and we pray for all 

the people who are facing difficulty, that your grace may become known.  Loving God, we 

continue to pray for humankind’s struggle with the global COVID pandemic, that your peace 

and healing may be known.  In the silence of the next moments, O God, hear the secret 

concerns of our spirits:  moment of silence.  All that my words have touched, O God, all that 

lies yet too deep for words to reach, we offer to you as we pray now those words that Jesus 

once taught us:   

 

VU960 

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive them who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,  

for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever, amen. 

 

 

 Hymn suggestion: VU264 ‘Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise’ 

 

 

Go now and live your mountaintop experience of the divine!  Do not tarry below in the 

depths of mindless materialism but, as the Christ Spirit eternally rises anew, rise up in his 

Way.  And may God shine the light of glory into your hearts, may Christ be with you and 

never leave you, and may God’s Spirit constantly enliven the light of Heaven that is within 

you, amen! 

 

 


