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Hello, and welcome to my meditation in honour of this, what’s traditionally been called 

Christ the King, or Reign of Christ, Sunday!  Today, we gather and celebrate all that this 

Year ‘B’ of the lectionary cycle has taught us about God’s love; today, we gather to 

anticipate all the learning about God’s love, and ourselves, that lies just around the corner 

in the new calendar year that’s at hand – Advent begins next Sunday!  Come with 

thankfulness and anticipation, come, let us open ourselves to God as we pray:   

 

 

Almighty God, our beginning, and our end: 

 rule in our hearts and minds now,  

 help us to become more, and yet more, faithful;  

enable us to live your love for the world, amen. 

 

 

 Hymn suggestion: VU330 ‘Jesus Shall Reign’ 

 

 

I’ve chosen the Epistle lection for this meditation, a reading from that most strange and 

mystical document right at the end of the Christian scriptures, entitled, ‘The Revelation 

Given to John.  (No, Bible Scholars are quick to tell us, it’s not the same John as the John 

who’s behind the Fourth Gospel!)  The Revelation is highly symbolic, to the point of the 

bizarre, but does have parallels with other apocalypses written in the Ancient Word by 

people seeking comfort and hope in the face of abject terror and persecution.  Indeed, 

given the terror and persecution at play in this 21st Century of ours – given our COVID 

pandemic! – we might even find some comfort in these words!  Today’s lectionary 

reading is taken from the 1st chapter of the Revelation, and goes like this: 

 

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: grace to you and peace from him who is and 

who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and 

from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the 

kings of the earth.  

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a 

kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and 

ever.  Amen. 

Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced 

him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.  So, it is to be.  Amen.  “I 

am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 

come, the Almighty. 

 

May God bless to our understanding this reading! 
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Sermon: ‘The Beginning that’s at the End’ 

God of all – take us now to your heart; help us to raise the crown of your love over our 

thoughts, feelings, and hopes, that we may walk in your Way, this day and for ever!  

Amen 

 

‘Christ the King Sunday’ in the Christian calendar is for this season what Transfiguration 

is for the ‘Sundays after the Epiphany’ – it’s a summary of that season’s learning.  There 

is so much that I could talk about!  For example, since I’ve chosen to use today’s reading 

from that wild and woolly document called ‘The Revelation given to John,’ I could talk 

about how, for many, The Revelation paints a graphic picture of the end of the world.  

But, since last week’s gospel lection from Mark featured the apocalypse, and since we’ve 

just talked about how eschatology is loaded with many of the very things that our 

spirituality warns us against, well, we shouldn’t ‘go there’ just yet, should we? 

  

I could also talk about the history of The Revelation, and how it’s been misused more 

than it’s been used properly.  For example, I could talk about how a man named Hal 

Lindsey wrote a book called The Late Great Planet Earth in 1979, a book that used the 

Revelation to forecast the end of the world.  I could speak about how, although that book 

made a whole lot of money for Mr. Lindsey and created quite the brouhaha in some 

circles at the time, the world still didn’t come to an end!  I could speak about how, Bible 

scholars now say, no one really knows what the Revelation is all about, so I’m not going 

to talk about that either!  After all, who needs more unanswerable questions in their lives?   

 

I could speak about the problems that this day in the Christian calendar raises with its 

metaphor of kingship, and how, as an image, monarchy involves a top-down, hierarchical 

power structure that, simply put, just isn’t very spiritual!  I could talk about that – 

certainly today’s hymns are loaded with it, aren’t they? – but, since we’ve also recently 

covered the fact that patriarchal values are a huge obstacle to genuine spirituality, let’s 

not ‘go there’ either!  (By the way, an interesting option to kingship which I sometimes 

see these days is ‘kin-ship.’  Isn’t that a lovely way to convey the profound mutuality of 

God that we see on Good Friday, where God gives, and gives, and gives until all is given?  

What do you think?)   

 

I could speak about how I thought of using gospel lection today.  That’s a reading from 

John where Jesus stands before the Roman Governor, Pilate.  Pilate asks, “Are you the 

king of the Jews?”  However, as with last week’s reading, that’s a scene from Holy Week, 

which is awfully hard to ‘process’ at this time of year, is it not?  So, I’m not going to do 

that either!   

 

Instead, to honour the rapturous excitement that I find to be the best part of the 

Revelation, today I’m going to tell you a fairy tale!  Once upon a time, in a land far, far 

away, [fairy tales have to start that way, don’t they?] there was a man who walked so 

closely with God that heaven’s love was in his every footfall.  This man was so prayerful 
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that his very life became a living prayer.  This man was so authentic that people flocked 

to him like frightened sheep run to their shepherd.  You see, this man found a precious 

way to access God’s wealth, and then showed other people how to spend their resources 

of time and talents in order to also find God’s wealth.  This man freed people from their 

prisons.  (There are so many different kinds of prisons, aren’t there? – prisons of 

selfishness; prisons of ignorance; prisons of fear!)  This man freed people so that they 

would come to know what true liberty really means.  But this man’s thinking proved to be 

such a challenge to the way things were done that the leaders of his culture got worried 

that he was going to undermine their authority.  So, once upon a time (so know what 

happened, don’t you?), this man, this innocent man, was taken to a cold, stony hill and 

brutally killed.   

  

Well, that was long ago, and far away, and the thing is that we live here and now in a 

totally different world.  And, here and now, it’s still only too easy to feel that we’re all 

alone, it’s still only too easy to feel that we, too, could be taken to a stony hill and 

viciously crucified – crucified with ill-health; crucified with fear; crucified with doubt.  

But here’s the thing about that man who lived so long ago, and if you take nothing else 

away with you today, please may it be this:  that man’s life-energy was so huge, so 

cataclysmically vast, that the black tomb of death couldn’t hold it.  In fact, that man 

walked right through death, and transformed that part of life forever.  As the Revelation 

given to John puts it, this man was the firstborn of the dead, the ruler of the kings of the 

earth.  And, beyond the many challenges of reading ancient documents into our 21st 

Century, that man’s life can be just as important for us today as it was for John and his 

community.  You see that man’s life shows us that God has already placed all that we 

need within.  And God’s love can live so deep within us that none of our earthly fears can 

undermine it.  But we’ll never come to really know that until we learn to live with it.  

Live with it, not just sometimes, not just when it’s convenient, but each and every day!  

You see, that’s the new beginning that each and every one of us can find in the story of 

one man’s ending. 

 

Well, that’s the beginning that’s at the end, and the end that’s at the beginning – the 

beginning that, in the nourishing warmth of God’s love, becomes eternally new!  As the 

poet, T.S. Eliot, once put it, “We shall not cease from exploration.  And the end of all our 

exploring will be to arrive where we started and know the place for the first time” (from 

the poem, ‘Little Gidding’). 

 

Thanks be to God, amen. 

 

 

Come, let us turn back to God now in prayer; come, let us pray: 
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Eternal God, you were, you are, you forever will be, and we metaphorically bow before 

you in awe and adoration for you are the Saviour of creation and the ruler of all!  We 

especially thank you for Jesus, the King of Love, who rules with truth and mercy, who 

opens the gates of heaven so that all may enter in.  Help us to love as he once loved, and 

loves yet, in the eternity of your grace!   

 

Yet, we confess that often our hearts are far from you.  We turn aside from your way 

when it gets costly.  We stop our ears to your call when that call threatens our sense of 

self.  We close our eyes to your signs when they would threaten to lead us from our egos.  

We follow our own sovereignty and, ultimately, de-throne ourselves!  Well, God, we 

would change all of that again right now!  So, come and rule within our hearts; come and 

reign in all of choices; come and be sovereign over how we spend our time and resources! 

 

Now, O God, we pray for all the people who are facing hardship right now, and all the 

places where there’s strife and tension.  We pray for our struggle with the COVID virus, 

that those who work in health care may be strengthened, that vaccines may be distributed 

fairly around the world, and that this pandemic may be ended.  In the silence of the next 

moments, O God, receive the deep burdens that our spirits bear today:  moment of silence.   

 

All that I have named with my words, all that lies yet too deep for words to touch, we 

bring to you, God, as we take those words that Jesus once taught us and pray together the 

following contemporary spoken version of Christ’s Prayer: 

 

Holy God, who is heaven:  hallowed be your name, followed be your way and done 

be your will throughout creation.  Feed us with the bread that we need for today and 

forgive us for the hurts that we cause others, even as we learn to forgive those who 

hurt us.  Strengthen us in times of temptation and free us from the grip of all that is 

evil, for you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever, amen. 

 

 Hymn suggestion: VU240 ‘Praise My Soul the God of Heaven’ 

 

Faced with the inexpressible grandeur of God, it’s only natural for we humans to think in 

terms of the grandest things that we know; for many, it just makes sense to think of God, 

or Jesus, in terms of monarchy.  But neither God nor Jesus wants to reign over us so 

much as live with us!  Let God’s spirit into every corner of your lives this week and find 

the royal lineage of which you’re a part!  Amen. 

 

 


