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Hello, and welcome to my meditation for Easter Sunday!  Today, we get the precious 

opportunity to experience what is the very heart and soul of Christianity:  God’s gift of 

Easter’s new life!  Come, let us open our spirits to its mystery and joy, let us do that as we 

turn to God in prayer:  

 

Love Divine:  in raising Christ to new life, you opened salvation to all people.  

Instruct us now in the meaning of Easter, that we may learn to better tell the glad 

tidings, and better carry your grace to the world, amen. 

 

 

 Hymn suggestion:  VU179 ‘Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Give Thanks’ 

 

 

The Empty Tomb from Mark 16:1-8 (NRSV) 

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus’ body.  So, early on the first 

day of the week, when the sun had just risen, they went to the tomb.  They had been 

saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the 

tomb?”  When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already 

been rolled back.  As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white 

robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed.  But he said to them, “Do not be 

alarmed!  You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.  He has been raised; 

he is not here.  Look, there is the place they laid him.  Go, tell his disciples and Peter that 

he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” So, the 

women went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them, and 

they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

 

 

Sermon: ‘The last page is for you to write!’ 

Holy God, roll the stones of doubt from our spirits now, enable us to see, enable us to 

understand, enable us to live with Easter’s love!  This we pray in Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

I know that I wasn’t the most observant of children (make of that what you will!), but one 

way or another, I had never realized the story behind the conclusion to Mark’s story until 

the summer of the year 2000.  At that point in time, I was taking a course called New 

Testament I at Emmanuel College (we fondly called it ‘Baby Bible!’) and, my word, was 

I ever shocked to discover that the gospel of Mark has both a “Shorter Ending” (that’s the 

one that was read this morning) and a “Longer Ending” – that’s the section that runs from 

verse 9 to verse 20 in the last chapter of this gospel.  Now, here’s why I was shocked:  

that Shorter Ending features no appearance whatsoever by a risen Christ – none! The 

Longer Ending has three appearances in all.  First of all, Jesus appears to Mary 

Magdalene, then he appears to two unnamed disciples while they were “walking in the 

country” (which makes me think of Luke’s story of the road to Emmaus), and, finally, 
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Jesus appears to the disciples when they are together, in a group.  But the historical fact is 

that The Longer Ending is not there in the very earliest, most ancient, manuscripts of 

Mark’s gospel that exist.  Consequently, scholars believe that Mark didn’t actually write 

the Longer Ending – that it was, in fact, added later by later scribes, who just couldn’t 

stand to copy out the text of Mark’s gospel without also adding an appearance by the 

Risen Christ!  In the Shorter Ending, all we have is a mysterious young man, or angel, 

basically saying, ‘Jesus is not with the dead!’  But there’s no appearance by Jesus at all!  

Well, that can’t be ‘right,’ can it?  I mean, doesn’t Easter have to have a risen Jesus to 

really be Easter?   

 

We opened Mark last Sunday, of course, for its story of a Palm parade, but, before that, it 

was all the way back in the 2nd Sunday of Lent since we’d opened Mark – five weeks ago!  

That last text read was entitled ‘Losing your life to save it,’ and it’s surely a classic piece 

of Mark about how we have to participate in God’s love before we can experience its 

power.  Well, I believe that that same logic applies to today’s text:  you see, in and of 

itself, Jesus’ empty tomb doesn’t produce faith – it doesn’t do that any more than 

appearances of the risen Christ!  No, what produces faith is the time and effort that we 

take to develop it.  Just think about the final words in today’s text: “The women fled from 

the tomb in terror, and amazement, and they said nothing for they were afraid!”  Now 

doesn’t that ring true, that Jesus’ followers would have been absolutely terrified after 

Good Friday – on Holy Saturday, and on that first Easter Sunday morning?  But, if Easter 

tells us anything, it tells us that God has chosen to become One-with-Us so that nothing – 

absolutely nothing! – can take our hope away.  Why, then, do we cling to our fears?  The 

simple answer to that is because we can; because most of the scripts by which we live life 

are actually written by our subconscious!  In a very real way, we choose how we ‘read’ 

life, and that choice then ‘reads us!’ 

 

In years gone by, I used to spend a lot of time with English literature – after all, that’s the 

discipline in which I have a B.A. and an M.A.  Well, in those years, I learned that there 

are actually different ways to read a text.  Now, I know; that just sounds like useless 

academia, doesn’t it?  I mean, really?  How can there be more than one way to read?  

Well, here’s how:  in one approach you can read a text biographically in terms of its 

author’s life.  In a different approach, you can read a text without any reference to its 

author at all – you can read that text purely in terms of its structure, and how it’s the 

structure of a text that creates its meaning.  You can even read a text by highlighting, or 

‘deconstructing,’ the structures upon which a piece of literature is based!  (That’s a 

unique critical theory that came out of the work of Jacques Derrida, the French 

philosopher.).  But my favourite approach is one called ‘aesthetics-reception’ (or, ‘reader-

response’), which focuses upon the role that the readers themselves play in the 

construction of a text’s meaning.    

 

Look, do you remember the children’s party game, ‘pass the sentence?’  In this game, 

you’d gather a number of children in a circle – the more people, the more fun! – then 
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someone would whisper a sentence in the ear of the first child.  That child would then 

‘pass’ the sentence that they’d ‘heard’ to their neighbour, and so it would go until the last 

child was asked to repeat what it was that they had heard.  Wasn’t it funny how 

differently a sentence could end up?  That game is so much fun because we all hear things 

differently, because we’re the ones who ‘construct’ the meaning!  Well, back in 1965, a 

British novelist named John Fowles published what would become one of his most 

popular books, The Magus.  This novel has pages, and pages, of intriguing twists and 

turns:  who are the good people, and who are the bad people?  Which of the twin-sisters is 

Nicholas, the novel’s unheroic hero, going to end up with?  Is Maurice Conchis, the 

wealthy Greek recluse who’s at the heart of this story, someone who can be trusted?  The 

Magus is an entire story that’s built upon a subtext:  how do we, as readers, make sense of 

things?  Well, in that same way, Mark’s gospel is equally fascinating because of the way 

that it has a multiple-choice ending.  You see, that ambiguous ending creates a textual 

‘gap,’ or an indeterminacy, that draws us as readers into the creation of its meaning.  And, 

according to reader/response critical theory, it’s not the author who creates the meaning, 

it’s the reader who ‘actualizes’ the text, and it’s the reader who brings the text to life, out 

of their own feelings, values, and experiences.  

  

In that sense, ultimately the last page on Mark’s Easter story has to be written by you and 

me!  You see, it’s our choice whether, or not, to believe; and it’s our choice whether, or 

not, to act out of that belief.  Maybe this very morning we can turn a whole new page on 

God’s gift of new life because we can find a whole new way to control our egos, and how 

they shape the way that fear shapes our understanding.  Maybe we can read Easter’s 

transforming power as THE TEXT that governs the choices we make.  And, in that sense, 

doesn’t the last page on Easter have to be written by you and me? 

 

This morning, the Bread of Life and the Cup of Grace are close at hand, and God’s grace 

is ours for the asking!  Come, let us approach God’s Table of Grace:   

 

Minister:  Christ is risen 

Congregation:  He is risen indeed! 

Minister:  Lift up your hearts 

Congregation:  we lift them up to God! 

 

Hallelujah to you, ever-living God, for out of death and despair you bring courage and 

new life.  We praise you for your love revealed to us in Jesus who walks with us, our 

wisdom, and our way.  And, as we approach the communion table this morning, O God, 

bless these elements, bless us as your people of faith, and bless the internet connections 

that make you One-with-Us, that your sacrament of love may be enlivened with your 

Spirit!   

 

And, so, we remember how, at the last supper, Jesus took a loaf of bread and, giving 

thinks, said, “This is the bread of life – eat and hunger no more!” [The bread is offered.] 
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And then Jesus took the common cup, handed it to the disciples, said, “This cup that is 

poured out for you is the new covenant!”  The cup of grace! [The cup is offered.]   

 

At this time, God, we also remember all with whom you would have us share your feast:  

we pray for all who are in sorrow or in pain; all who are ill or alone; all who live with 

fear, oppression, or hunger; all who struggle this day as a result of the COVID virus.  In 

the silence of the next moments, O God, receive the burdens that we carry with us this 

day:  moment of silence. 

 

Through Christ, and in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory is yours, God most holy, now 

and forever, amen! 

 

 

 Hymn suggestion: VU155 ‘Jesus Christ is Risen Today’ 

 

 

Loved and accepted, forgiven and fed, let us return to our lives now with a whole new 

reading on life, for God loves us, and we need nothing else!  Amen.  


