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Hello, and welcome!  For this meditation, we ‘turn’ to the gospel of John for the 2nd week in 

na row.  Of course, last week, we read the story of the cleansing of the Temple from John.  

This week, we get to meet, what I find to be, a fascinating man named Nicodemus.  But do 

you know what?  Every time that we open John, we have a precious opportunity to 

experience God’s love in a unique way because John’s gospel uniquely features that love! 

That’s why John has been called the Gospel of Love!  As we begin this journey, let us open 

our hearts, minds, and spirits to God in prayer:  Steadfast God:  you ever reach out to us 

with mercy, so we turn to you now with thankfulness and yearning!  Soften our hearts 

with the warmth of your love, that we may walk our Lenten roads in grace and truth, 

amen. 

 

 Hymn suggestion: VU559 ‘Come, O Fount of Every Blessing’ 

 

Metaphorically speaking, let’s now ‘open’ the gospel of John once again; let’s read from the 

3rd chapter:   There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, an important man among the leaders 

at the Temple.  He came to Jesus by night, saying, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 

who has come from God, for no one can do the things that you’ve done apart from the 

presence of God.”  Jesus answered, “That may be true, yet no one can see the Kingdom of 

God without being born from above.”  Nicodemus answered, “How can anyone be born after 

having grown old?”  Jesus replied, “No one can enter the kingdom of God without being 

born of water and Spirit.  What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is 

spirit.  Do not be astonished that I said to you that you must be born again, for the wind 

blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes 

from, or where it goes. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how 

can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things?  For God so loved the world that he gave 

his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.  

Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 

world might be saved through him” (from John 3:14-21). 

 

 

Sermon: ‘Whispers in the Night!’ 

  

We turn now to a story that’s about a man named Nicodemus, we turn to a story that’s all 

about hiding in the shadows and whispering in the dark.  As we open ourselves to the 

wisdom that God has placed in this story, I wonder if we won’t find that it’s also a story 

that’s about us, and how we often hide in the shadows, and whisper in the dark; I wonder if 

this isn’t also a story about how we usually want to meet God on our terms.  Well, as we 

prepare now to open ourselves to those matters, let us turn to God in prayer:  Loving God: 

help us now to be ‘born from above,’ that we may see more, hear more, understand more, 

and walk more closely with you!  In the name of your love, this we humbly ask, amen. 

 

This morning we meet a person who, for me, is a really intriguing character:  Nicodemus.  Of 

all the gospel writers, it’s only John who tells us about this man!  None of the other ancient 
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documents that have survived record anything of his life, his thoughts, his feelings.  But what 

do you think, can we make some educated guesses about him?  Clearly, for example, 

Nicodemus was a man of power and prestige; clearly, he was an important leader in his 

society – we’re told, after all, that he was a Pharisee.  And let’s not forget that Nicodemus 

was also a spiritual ‘seeker’ – in today’s gospel lection, it was Nicodemus who went looking 

for Jesus, not Jesus who went looking for Nicodemus.  So, Nicodemus had faith.  What’s 

more, it seems as though he was willing to take the time, and make the effort, to develop 

even greater faith.  Nicodemus called Jesus ‘Rabbi,’ a sign of respect and honour, a sign that 

Nicodemus wanted to learn.  But you’ll notice that Nicodemus didn’t approach Jesus in the 

light of day.  Oh, no – he was worried about what people would say if they saw him in public 

with Jesus.  He was worried about losing some of his stature so, we’re told, Nicodemus came 

to Jesus in the dark of night, flitting from shadow to shadow so that no one would see him, so 

that no one would know.  Nicodemus came to Jesus at a place and time when his words 

wouldn’t cost him anything; he ‘whispered’ in a way that he couldn’t be heard by others!  Do 

you remember how Jesus responded to him?  Jesus said, ‘Nicodemus, if I have told you 

about earthly things and yet you can’t understand, how can I tell you about heavenly things?’   

 

Well, that’s something about Nicodemus back then – how about you and I right now?  Isn’t it 

the case that we humans ‘whisper in the night’ just as much in this 21st century of ours as 

Nicodemus did back in the First Century?  These days, just as much is done behind closed 

doors in secret.  Whether in governments, in corporate life, in churches, or on our own, we 

whisper – we whisper all the time!  We whisper to manipulate; we whisper to control; we 

whisper to sabotage; we whisper to appropriate; we whisper to avoid responsibility; we 

whisper to justify; we whisper to bury and pretend.  Some of those whispers may even seem 

to be justified at the time.  But ‘whispers in the night’ always come with a cost, don’t they?  

Whispers in the night can cost us in terms of integrity as individuals, and as groups of people.  

And if our integrity gets compromised, then those whispers in the night can end up adversely 

affecting the entire way that we experience life.  Our whispers in the night can result in 

broken relationships, as trust evaporates, and friendships go sour.  Our whispers in the night 

can lead to what psychologists call destructive self-talk, where words that we wish we hadn’t 

said, or words that we wish we had said, get played over, and over, and over again in our 

subconscious minds.  And all of those personal things can play out in horrible ways on the 

streets where we live, in the places where we work, in the spaces where we meet for 

socializing.  I once heard someone speak about something that they called the ‘lobster 

effect.’  Apparently, you never have to worry about lobsters escaping from a low-sided 

container as long as there’s two or more of them in that same container.  You see, if there are 

multiple lobsters there, just as soon as one is about to climb over the side, the others will pull 

it back!  Well, have you ever felt that you were living the lobster effect?  Have you ever felt 

tied up, held back, or restricted?  Have you ever felt limited, hemmed in, or confined?   

  

All I can say is – thank heavens! – there are other kinds of whispers in our nights, too!  At 

least there are if we develop the spiritual aptitude to listen for them.  Today, Jesus tells 

Nicodemus that God loves us so much that God has jumped down all the way from the 
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illusive heights where we tend to think Divinity dwells, God has jumped down and has fallen 

into our very own skins!  That means that if, for one reason or another, we’re feeling like a 

‘failure,’ then we can still know assurance, not because of anything we have, or because of 

anything that we can do, but because God is with us.  That means that if, for one reason or 

another, we’re feeling hopeless, then God’s love can bring hope back.  Now then, that’s not a 

passive thing, something that we can control: ‘take this pill; feel better fast.’  No; far from it!  

You see, Jesus said that the wind blows where it will.  We can hear it, we can feel it, but we 

can’t control it.  Well, we can’t control God’s love anymore than we can control wind! No, 

God’s love is not passive, it’s dynamic, and we can either let it blow into our lives, or we can 

close the windows to our spirits, and block that wind out.  The power of God’s love is all 

around.  Will we let it blow through our lives right now?   

 

The five-month-old baby started crying in the middle of the night.  Her mother came in 

answer, picked her up, and sang:  Hush little baby, don’t you cry, I’m going to whisper you a 

lullaby.  And when the skies turn cold and grey, I’m going whisper it all away!  It doesn’t 

matter what our lives are like this day.  It doesn’t matter if we’re exploding with joy, or if 

we’re weighed down with worries.  It doesn’t matter if we feel we’re being rushed into the 

future, or if we feel we’re being pulled into the past.  It doesn’t matter what has happened – it 

doesn’t matter at all!  The only thing that matters is what we think IS happening; the only 

thing that really matters is this moment that we’re in, and the fact that, in this very moment, 

God loves us.  Will we allow that reality into our lives this Lent?  You see, right now it’s as 

though God is metaphorically picking us up and singing, Hush precious people, don’t you 

cry, I’m going to whisper you a lullaby.  And when the skies turn cold and grey, I’m going 

whisper it all away!   

 

Let’s listen for God’s whispers of love in this year’s Lenten journey; let’s let those whispers 

direct us, change us, blow through us with the very breath of the Spirit!  Amen?  Oh, yes; 

amen! 

 

Come, let us turn back to God now in prayer; come, let us pray:   

 

God of all, we open ourselves to you with thanks and praise.  We thank you for all those 

whom you have given to be near and dear to us:  for the members of our families; for our 

friends; for all those who enter our lives to teach and inspire, or to be taught and inspired.  

We thank you for those with whom we can know the blessings of community.  On this 

Sunday when your never-ending love whispers words of light into our darkness, help us to 

open ourselves to the light of your love anew! 

 

In this world that still longs for the deliverance of which the Psalmist spoke so long ago, 

make us conscious, God, not only of your desire to satisfy that longing, but of our 

responsibility to play a part in its fulfillment.  Help us to develop a greater awareness of the 

burdens that others carry; help us, in some way, to carry those burdens with them; help us to 

find you in that effort!  In times of temptation, O God, help us to remember what you have 
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already done for us, help us to remember that that memory may feed our determination to 

live with greater commitment.  And, in times of confusion, O God, help us to distinguish 

your whispers of love from all the other whispers in the night around us, help us to draw our 

strength and direction from you alone! 

 

God, Source of love, it boggles our minds that March the 11th just gone by marked one whole 

year since the World Health Organization declared that the COVID-19 crisis was a global 

pandemic.  One whole year of death on a terrifying scale.  One whole year of grief, and fear, 

suffering and anxiety; one whole year of having our cherished routines crushed.  We give 

you thanks for all those people who work in the health care industry, who have risked 

themselves to comfort others.  We give you thanks for scientists who have evolved vaccines 

in record time.  And we pray that a fair and speedy distribution of those vaccines the world 

around may begin to close the chapter on this horrible episode of human experience!  In the 

silence of the next moments, O God, we pause to honour the lives lost, the lives still wracked 

by grief, the lives yet at risk; receive now, God, our yearning:  moment of silence.   

 

All that I have named with my words, all that lies yet too deep for words to reach, we bring 

to you, God, as we take those words that Jesus once taught us and sing together the version 

of Christ’s Prayer at VU960: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.   

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses 

 as we forgive them who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil  

  for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever, amen. 

 

 

 

 Hymn suggestion: VU147 ‘What Wondrous Love Is This’ 

 

 

Reconnected with God’s love, return now to the world, assured of the love of God, the grace 

of Jesus our Christ, and the never-ending presence of the Holy Spirit!  For those are whispers 

that will gird and guard you this day, unto forever. 

 

 


